
Further Information
Detailed information on your nearest Licensing Forum and others across 

the country can be found at www.local-licensing-forums.org.uk

The site has a section for potential members which includes application 
forms and dates of meetings.

Your Local Licensing Forum contact details are:

LLF
LOCAL LICENSING FORUMS

A Guide to your Local Licensing Forum: 
the community’s voice on alcohol licensing issues



Requirements / Role of Forum Members
Each Forum will meet 4 times a year at quarterly intervals. The fi rst meeting is likely 

to be in June / July 2007. Check the website for details. Please also check this site 

for when applications should be received by, as cut off dates are set in order to 

prepare applications for selection by councillors.

The Forum members who are selected will also be asked to attend a training day 

which will be benefi cial to their role on the Forum.  

A Forum is to consist of between 5 and 20 members, as determined by the relevant 

council. Members are to be representative of the 5 key interest areas which are:  

The role of the Forum is to keep 

under review the operation of the 

new Licensing Act in the Forum 

area and to review the relevant 

Licensing Board’s functions. It is 

also their role to give advice and 

make recommendations to the 

Board in relation to those matters 

as the Forum considers appropriate. 

This will be mainly at a policy level 

as the Forum cannot comment on 

individual cases.

• holders of premises licences and personal licences, 

• the chief constable for the police area in which the Forum’s area is situated, 

• persons having functions relating to health, education or social work, 

• young people, 

• persons resident within the Forum’s area.

Background
The formation of Local Licensing Forums was fi rst mentioned in the Nicholson 

Report which was the result of a committee set up to review the licensing laws. 

This was further compounded with the Daniels report which mentioned the need 

for community involvement in licensing matters.

The Nicholson report was used to form the draft bill which has now evolved to 

become the new Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005.

It is this new legislation that introduces Local Licensing Forums and lays out the 

representation that should be found in each.

Why become a Forum Member?
If you are interested in the impact of the licensing decisions in 
your area then you may wish to be part of the Forum. The Forum 
is independent from the Licensing Board but at the same time 
they share the common goal of having the local community’s best 
interest at the heart of decision making.

If you feel you can bring something to the Forum and are interested in the issues 

then apply to your Forum using the standardised application form, which can be 

found at:www.local-licensing-forums.org.uk


