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Welcome to our 'On The Beat' section covering Ellon and Surrounds.  We are thankfully living in 
very safe area with very low level crime levels and those that do occur are detected very 
quickly.  Each month, I will highlight just some of the crimes that have occurred and where we 
may need your help and also highlight some other topics of interest. 
 
A summary report of incidents during August 
 
August was a very busy month overall despite the fine weather and School holidays.  This 
month, I will focus on work around the misuse of drugs a road traffic issues.  There has been 
some great work carried out locally by the staff in Formartine with the assistance of the public 
with regards to the misuse of drugs. 
 
On the 4th of August in Newburgh, Police found a 19 year old male in possession of cannabis 
and a 21 year old on the 5th in Potterton with the same drug.   On the 11th in Balmedie, whilst 
on routine patrols, Police found two 17 year old males in possession of cannabis and they were 
charged with being concerned in the supply of cannabis.  The next day a 17 year old was also 
found in possession of cannabis.  On the 14th within Ellon, Police found a 46 year male in 
possession of heroin and on the 26th in Ellon, Police executed a Drugs Search Warrant within 
an address in Ellon and found a 39 year old male in possession of heroin. 
 
All above case have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal. 
 
Road Traffic issues continue to be at the front of people's minds, especially with the new AWPR 
staggered opening.  Several tickets have been issued this month and several people reported to 
the Procurator Fiscal.  Here is a summary of those offences.  On the 4th of August on the A90 at 
Blackdog, a 49 Year old male was found by Police driving whilst unfit through drink or drugs.  
On the 13th at the same section of road, a 26 year old female was stopped doing 73mph in 
40mph zone.  On the 15th on the A90 at Balmedie, a 31 year old male was stopped doing 
96mph in a 70mph zone and on the 26th on the A90 at Pilturg, a 32 year old male was stopped 
doing 89mph in a 60mph zone. 
 
Appeals 

About 0200 hours on the 4th of August an unknown person attempted to remove the hubcaps 
from a motor vehicle on Kirkhill Road, Potteron.  Whilst doing so caused damage to the vehicle 
door. 

Between the 6th and 7th of August, a break in occurred at a property in Udny, whereby tools 
and machinery were stolen from a work shed.  Two large padlocks were broken off in this theft 
which would have created quite a lot of noise. 

About 0400 hours on the 12th of August, several properties near to Station Road, Ellon had 
suspicion activity whereby an attempt to break in and steak property from homes occurred and 
at one property entry was gained and a vehicle was removed. 



Between 0045 and 1000 hours on the 19th of August, a restaurant premises in Udny was 
entered and money stolen.  Attempts to enter other parts of the building were unsuccessful. 

Around 0130 hours on the 20th of August, unknown persons broke into the premises known as 
Pitmedden Gardens and were unsuccessful in stealing any items but caused a great shock to 
residents. 

Between 2000 hours on the 17th of August and 0800 hours on the 22nd of August, a parked 
and unattended digger within Methlick had fuel stolen from within to a value of £50. A second 
incident of fuel theft occurred between the 31st of August and 2nd of September with a value 
of £30. 

Throughout August there have been a series of Vandalisms and other incident reported to 
Police in the Lethenty area of Fyvie.  Police are appealing for any witnesses to come forward 
with any information.  They are currently following a very positive lead on these incidents 
though. 

Local Concerns and Initiatives 
 
As a result of communication with local Councillors and Community Councils, there has been 
an increase in the amount of good old fashioned foot patrols within Ellon and the surrounding 
towns along with speed checks being carried out in the outlying areas.  This has led to several 
motorists being educated, officially earned and several tickets being issued for all manner of 
road traffic offences.  Along with the Community Drop in initiative within Formartine, the 
increase foot patrols has had a positive effect on locals and business owners.  Personal Safety 
and crime reduction chat in the street. 
 
School crossing patrols have been increased as a result of the schools being back.  Still too 
many vehicles parking dangerously and not understanding the road markings for parking.  
Robust action will be taken if seen by Police or reported by others. 
 
ECRIME 
 
Ecrime, electronic crime, cybercrime, internet crime, phone crime, phishing/vishing, hoaxes - 
call it what you want - it can originate anywhere and affect anyone.  In general these crimes are 
all types of fraud and are committed by telephone, mail or email. 
   
Like traditional crime, by taking basic common sense precautions it is easy to protect yourself 
against fraud.   
 
Pause.  Think.  Ask/Research.   
 
Modern fraudsters often rely on a level of panic by telephoning after normal banking hours 
have closed or setting specific time scales.  They can do the latter by a number of methods.  For 
example telling you that money is being taken out of your account and they will move it quickly 
to a "safe account" or telling you that there may be repercussions - like activating a warrant for 
your arrest - if you do not act in a specific time scale.   



 
Remember.  Pause.  Think.  Ask/Research.  
 
Financial institutions, government agencies and other respectable companies do not ask for 
your personal or financial details over the telephone.  Do not give out any of your personal or 
financial details over the telephone.  Is it suspicious or unusual?  The more the sender or caller 
wants you to act quickly the more chance that it is a fraud.   
 
If in doubt - ask.  Telephone Police Scotland on 101 and ask to speak to your local Community 
Officer. 
 
Remember.  Pause.  Think.  Ask/Research.  
 
The Ellon area has Police staff 24 hours a day but the Ellon public office may only be open 
between 9am and 5pm during weekdays. 
 
If you would like to report anything to the Police please use either our non-emergency number 
101 or via www.scotland.police.uk or if you wish to remain anonymous, then use Crimestopers 
on 0800 555111. 
 
Please follow us on Twitter@ShireNPol for local policing updates. 
 
Sergeant Andy Sawers 
 

http://www.scotland.police.uk/

