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Welcome	to	Methlick	Parish	Church	
Fifth	Sunday	of	Lent	(Year	A)	
First	Sunday	in	Lockdown	

 
																																															Order	of	Service	–	29	March	2020	

Welcome	and	Intimations	

Aberdeenshire North Foodbank Collection, Methlick Church, Sun 29 March 2020, 2-4pm 

National Day of Prayer, At home, Sun 29 March 2020, 7pm 

Following the overwhelming response that the Call to a National Day of Prayer received last Sunday, we 

invite you to continue to pray at 7pm on Sunday 29th March. Further, we invite you to pray each Sunday at 

this time over the weeks to come.  I will ring the church bells at 6:45pm and then invite the parish to light a 

candle at 7pm and pray for your family, friends and neighbours, our community, nation and world.  You 

may also use the words of the prayer below. 

NATIONAL	DAY	OF	PRAYER:	SUNDAY	29th	MARCH,	7PM	

We pray in solidarity with those across Britain and Ireland and in solidarity with those across the world who 
face the challenge that the Covid-19 pandemic brings. We offer a prayer at this time:  

We turn to you, our Father, for we need your help. Lord Jesus, as you have promised, be with us, whatever 
lies ahead, Strengthen us, Holy Spirit, as we face this together.  

We pray for our world and our country, as coronavirus threatens our lives and our livelihood, leaving many 
in lockdown, while key workers continue, despite the risk.  

We pray for government leaders at Westminster and Holyrood, responding to medical and scientific 
advice, making tough decisions for the wellbeing of all.  

We pray for all who serve on the frontline in the NHS and in social care; facing increasing numbers, 
overstretched resources and distressing human need.  

Bless those who are ill, those who are alone and afraid, those exhausted looking after their family, those 
worried for the vulnerable, those fearful for their finances, those shut in to their fears.  

Thank you for those who have returned from retirement to help, or joined the volunteer army. 
Thank you for those working: to manufacture needed resources, to find a vaccine, to keep in contact with 
the isolated, to encourage others at this time.  

Have mercy on us, O Lord.  

Give us faith, hope and love and hear our prayers, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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Call	to	Worship	

The Lord be with you!  

And with your spir it!    

Opening	Prayer	(and	Lord’s	Prayer)	

Reading	1:	Ezekiel	37:12-14	(NIV)	
12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to 
open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my 
people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have 
spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’” 

Reading	2:	John	11:1-7,	17,	20-27,	33-45	(NIV)	

11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 
(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and 
wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 4 When he 
heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may 
be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that 
Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go 
back to Judea.” 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days…  20 When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said 
to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will 
give you whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I 
know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 
 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they 
replied. 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Jesus, once more deeply 
moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he 
said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 
been there four days.” 40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” 41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have 
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around 
his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 45 Therefore many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

Reflection		

Hymn	–	“The	Lord’s	my	Shepherd”	by	Stuart	Townend		

Blessing
	


